
MILLS S E E N  OM T R I P  BY RAILROAD F R O M  FREDEEICTOlT TO 

VOODSTOCK U3? EAST SIDE ST. JOHlT RIVER, 

SEPT. 4, 1893. 

Stone Rid=, Keswick River, steam sh ingle  

and saw m i l l .  This is an American n i l l ,  the Xes- 

wick Sand Go., and is run by  Elr. Gilpa t r ick .  

s i t u a t e d  c lose  b y  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n .  

ber  and sh ingles .  

a considerable business.  So far  a s  could be seen  

f rom t r a i n  the Keswick a t  t h i s  season is very shal- 

low, c l e a r ,  and running over a grave l  bottom, There 

Is 

Cut long lurn- 

Judging b y  appearances, must do 

may be deer Pools in which  the salmon could l i e ,  how, 

ever. Everything not used in  making steam must go 

i n t o  r i v e r .  It was a sicht t o  bahold for miles  

down below the m i l l ,  a l l  09 t he  d i f f e r e n t  kinds o f  

refuse i nc iden ta l  t o  sh ing le  making being d i s t r ibu  - 
t ed  along the  bottom i n  immense q u a n t i t i e s .  

f r e sh  and of th i s  season’s cu t .  

s t ream would d r i v e  i t  out. 

refuse in the Keewick. 

It was 

A r i s e  i n  the 

Above th i s  m i l l  Sam no ah 

Mil lv i l le - ,  Niaawicac River, a rathersmall 

water  m i l l ;  d a m  across the  river w i t h  no fishway. 



Cut deal, clapboards and sh ingles .  There was much 

r e f i s e  in the r i v e r  below, but re were not near  

enough t o  s e e  its cha rac t e r .  

as a t  Stone Ridge. 

butt8 were piled up about the  r a i l  road s t a t i o n .  

Not as bad, i t  seemed, 8 
A large quantitf of  shingle 

., L . d  

Nicaricac S t a t i o n ,  on stream of  same name. 

Small  steam mill, sawing a l l  kinds o f  lumber, in- 

c luding  sh inglea .  There is also a dam here.  This 

isa small stream. Mill c a l l e d  *Adam mill. Cut 

about 1,500,000 long lumber y e a r l y ,  besides l e a t h e r  

and shingles. 

U ~ h a m ' s  Sidinq, Fall Brook, Geo. Upham, 

u m a l l  steam m i l l ,  with dam. The stream very small 

and unimportant. Contains r o t a r y ;  saws l ong  lumber 

and laths. The sawdust was p i l e d  on bank and seems 

t o  go i n t o  stream. 

While a t  the waterworks in Woodatock, were 

told that they got t h e i r  fue l ,  edging8 and slabs 

from this place. 

3 miles  from foodstock, towards Newburgh, I) 

on the east  bank of the S t .  John, r o t a r y  and saw8 

same a8 ~phzun steam m i l l .  



WOODSPOCK, SEPT. 4, 1893. 

There are 4 saw mills in Woodstock and 1 

in Grafton, d i r e c t l y  oppos i t e  Woodstock. 

in Woodrtock one is on the S t .  John, in the upper 

part  of the toms  2 at the mouth of the Meduxnakeag 

River, and 1 a rhort distance up this  r iver .  

are shorn in the Bird’s-gye v i e r  of Woodrtock. 

Of those 

They 

The Gra-fton M i a  ras built  some pears ago 

by F. h‘. Hale. I t  has changed hands several times 

and now belongs to lawyer Winslor of Woodstock. It  

is a steam rotary and rhingle m i l l .  It is not run 

regularly; ran 8ome last spring, but has been clooed 

down a l l  the eulll~1er. They burned their refuse. We 

raw the m i l l  from BUFOQB the river and obtained the 

above information at  the Hayden M i l l .  There vas a 

small p i l e  o f  reluse on the river mmk, on ly  a 

rhort distance above the level of the water, and in 

f’reehet8 the rater would get above i t .  
8 

Jamee Hayden, .team sav m l l l ,  Woodstock, 

on the bank8 of the S t .  John, in upper part of 

to-. Hna 1 rotary, 1 clapboard uutter and 1 

planar of urnat, 2 rhingle machines, 1 lath mrohine, 



a planer and matcher, variety molder, and door and 

sahh machinery. 

Saw annually about as follows:- 

2,000,000 it, long lumber, 
2,000,000 shingles, 

500,000 laths, - 
2 0 0 , O ~ o  8lapbOaPd8. 

Have very complete arrangement. for burn- 

ing. Burn all sawdust and shavings in furnace for 

steam; no waste Wnace  wed; an8 no outoide dump. 

34rdwt carried t o  furnace p a r t l y  by a chain b e l t  

and paraly through a chute. A l e o  burn the bark 

here, and acme of the other smaller refuse. The 

edgings and other larger refuse taken to a machine 

shop cloae by, owned by Mr. Hayden, to run furnace 

there. 

There is a boom just a short distance 

above, which fastens on t o  same shore and throws 

their rafts to the opposite, which makes i t  very 

inconvenient for them.  However, i t  also throws 

the cedar drirt from above on t o  the'other shore, 

and I t  gives them very little trouble. 
r) 

The shore is straight here, no coves. 

'ph8y have a high bank of SRWdUBt along the fX'Ont, 

resting on tb 0 e c w e  foundation. It is composed of 



old sawdust, none having been dumped t h e r e  l a t e ly .  

The bottom o f  t h i s  p i l e  is nor several f e e t  above 

the  r a t e r ,  but i t  must be more o r  l e e s  under during 

f r e s h e t s .  However, they assured us t h a t  none o f  

* 
it Was ever washed &Way. 

Bar the  son o f  t he  proprietor. 

Fred Moore, upper m i l l  on the  Madwrnakeag. 

There a r e  real ly  2 m i l l s  here ,  c lose  together ,  one 

a gang mill, the  o the r  a rhingle m i l l .  The former 

has 1 gang, 1 edger, and 1 l a t h  machine, the l a t t e r  

5 sh ing le  machines. B o t h  are run by s t e m .  The 

year ly  cu t  is about as follows:- 

6,000,000 f t .  long lumber, 
10,000,000 rh ingles ,  

4l12 t o  5,000,000 l a t h s .  

Although hfr.  Moore i o  a Canadian, the 

m i l l  is nominally ren ted  t o  an American, and is run 

as an American m i l l .  

The sh ing le  m i l l  is called the Eureka 

Along the bank o f  the  r i v e r  by the s i d e  of m i l l ,  6 

this m i l l  he has built  out a yard of cedar bark, 

a h i e i l y  rertiw upon a foundation. The sh ingle  

rawdwt and t o m  of the other smll rtuf i  is burnt 



in the *mce* 

Mu&ed away a8 fuel ,  

'Fhe bolt8 are disposed of and are 

The bark he haul8 away him- 
Ilt se l f=  Doein't propose t o  l e t  anything get  into 

%he r iver .  Some l i t t l e  bark, and some other rub- 

birh may get away occasionally, but not purposely. 

H i s  arrangements here are good, and he evidently 

intends t o  do the proper thing. 

In the gang m i l l ,  burns most of the @ng- 

mde oardust i n  Furnace, also the small wood Unfit 

for making lathe. The sawdust obtained by other 

machine8 is hauled away on t o  a level tract  of 

land away from the rater, .where it is heaFed up.  fn 

September or October th i s  is s e t  f i r e  t o  and burns 

for a long time. W i l l  finally be consumed. All 

the edgings are hauled away for fuel. 

furnace, o n l y  the one under boi ler+.  

disposed propgly A of a l l  rubbish a t  this m i l l ,  

Has no waste 

He evidently 

This  establishment has been built up since 

1884 

He is not  a fieherman. Has heard of one 6 

or two dozen ralmon caught with hook below the dam 

lart year. 

The M e d ~ k h l k e s g  in f r o d o r  and above his 
m i l l 8  conetantly f i l l 8  in with gawdwt, edgingrr, 



\ 

and shingle drift, which he has to  clear out  from 

time t o  time i n  order t o  handle his loge. These 

mat+als come f r o m  somewhere up stream. s 
In driving logs down the S t .  john River, 

he is put  to  extra expense of $1,000 per year on 

account of cedar d r i f t .  

There are about 30 pond sheer booms be- 

tween G r a d  F a l l s  andthe l i m i t s  of the Fredericton 

Boom Co. 



blOUTH OF THE MEDUXIWKEAG. 

CQT There is ti dam j u s t  above the mouth, reach- 

ing q u i t e  acroso. 

under Craig's m i l l ,  a l thouch i t  is run by steam. 

On t h e  lower s i d e  the re  a r e  s e v e r a l  gates together ,  

through and over which r a t e r  pasees t o  the g r i s t  

mill belor, and a l s o  the small water saw m i l l .  The 

logs of the  l a t t e r  also go through here.  A f i shway  

was put  i n  through the dam about 6 pears ago, by or  

under the  d i r e c t i o n  o f  the fishery overseer ,  M r .  

Harris, s ince  dead. Mr. Craig s a i d  i t  was too  

small, cons tan t ly  clogged and was no good. No one 

now pays any a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .  We t r i e d  t o  find it ,  

but could not. Thisstream may t he re fo re  be said 

t o  be c u t  off from the ascent of' Salmon 8s the ra- 

Qui te  an amount of r a t e r  passes 

ter flowing over the  gates a t  t h e  lower side go 

through s l u i c e  t o  the  grist & Davis saw m i l l .  

Craig said the lower end of  t h e  apron of the dam 

w 8 8  now about 5 f e e t  above the  water l e v e l  below. 

I t  w a s  fully that, and then comes t h e  long  elope of 

the apron. 

Mr. 

8 

Mr. Craig said a f e r  salmon r e n t  over 

thi8 dam this sumer, and some have been caught up 



low t he  dam with in  a week. 

a good f ishray i n  here.  

among the  rawdust l a s t  sumner. 

Thought they would put  

Saw salmon under the m i l l  

bs 
Had a t a l k  wi th  the  l ee see  of the f irst  

Said he had been here  13 years  and during m i l l .  

all of that time the Maduxnakeag has been a very 

d i r t y  r i v e r ,  as we see  i t  today. He has much troub- 

le w i t h  the cedar d r i f t  coming through t h e i r  s l u i c e .  

Craig'. m i l l  has always disposed o f  Its rubbish i n  

the same manner as n o r ( r e e  below) . H a s  heard that 

salmon jump below t h e  dam, and t h a t  a f e w  have gone 

over the  dam, but never saw any himself.  

Davis k f i l l ,  leased by Hanson & Hutchins, 

water mill, g e t t i n g  water by means o f  sluice under 

grist m i l l .  Contains 1 ro t a ry ,  has no l a t h  o r  

sh ing le  machines. 

time. 

flooring underneath saw, and thence goes i n t o  s t r e a m .  

A180 large q u a n t i t i e s  of edging8, and slabs. 

of the oawduat may be aarted out, and they also s e l l  

some of the rerum. 

Is running only a p a r t  of t he  

Their sawdust falls on t o  a l i t t l e  piece o f  

Some 

0 

i ,  



WILLIAb¶ P. CRAIG, MANAGER FOR A, H, SA=, CALAIS. 

Baring American lumber; contains  1 gang, rer 
I ro ta ry ,  1 l a t h  and 1 shingle machine. Intands 

t o  remove the l a s t ,  Cut8 annually about 

3 t o  4,000,000 i t .  long lumber. 
3 t o  4,000,000 lathe. 

200,000 shinglee.  

Nave only a furnace under boilers, The 

r e m e  is disposed of as fOllOW8: All gang s a w d u t ,  

all shingle sawduit, and apparent ly  the r o t a r y  8aw- 

d u s t  all go i n t o  the r i v e r ,  the same dropping di- 

r e c t l y  through the  f l o o r @ ,  which are arranged fo r  

t h i s  purpose. Much o f  the edgings and a l l  o f  the 

smaller refurre from shingle machine(al1 but but ts)  

go d i r e c t l y  into the water. We saw an immense p i l e  

of the butts under the  mill, which Mr. Craig said 

were c a r t e d  away af te r  the  ice formed, A r i se  of 

the rater, in. t o  a foot, would bring the  rater 

up t o  them, and most o f  them undoubtedly d r i f t  a m y .  

0 The rawdust from the l a t h  m a k h g ’  perhaps a l i t t l e  

more, ir  burned i n  boilsTflzrnac8---carried t o  it dn 

okafn belt, Some of  the  slabs are also burnt  

t he re ,  The edgings ge&lly are sold for f u e l ,  



The dam was i n  t h i s  p lace  when he f i r e t  

took hold o f  it. 

w a t e r  m i l l s  on the same s i t e .  

Previously the re  had been' 2 gang 
e 

Compleined of the shingle refuse which 

Immense q u a n t i t i e s ,  came d o n  the  Maduxnakeag. 

ac res  o f  i t ,  came down together ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the 

spring .  (We saw a large quantity lying agains t  the 

dam, and covering quite an area)  It c o n s i s t s  o f  

shint;le refuse and also of bushes, r o o t s  and cedar 

bark, the  last being forced down by the  ice.(Mr. 

Fred Moore thought thought the bark didn't come 

down). The channel o f  the river is rocky, and 

there is a very rapid current and great  volume of 

rater in  the s p r i n g .  

'le af terwards had a look a t  t he  mouth o f  

the  r i v e r  below the dam. It is in very bad condi-  

tion, one of t h e  worst s p o t s  re have seen y e t .  

channel here spreads out, is very shallow now, and 

w i t h  many projecting rocks o r  ledges. The rubbish 

is p i l e d  up everywhere, but a l a r g e  p a r t  is s t i l l  

banked up against t he  base of the m i l l s  c as the wa- 

ter is t o o  l o r  t o  carry it. 

The 

CJ 

It  is a l l  new stuff, 



\ 

evident ly  from t h i s  surmer's cut .  The f i rs t  fresh- 

e t  w i l l  c a r ry  it  away. Much has rctrmrcm probably 

("J already found i ts  way i n t o  the cur ren t  o f  t he  S t .  

John. The Craig m i l l  is t he  ch ief  c u l p r i t ,  the Da- 

v i s  m i l l  cannot send out much compared w i t h  t h i s  one. 

Brigg's M i l l .  M r .  Craig said that t h i s  

m i l l  is loca ted  up the Maduxnakeag River about 12 

miles  above by r i v e r  route .  I t  is in  New Brunswick. 

Is a water m i l l ;  contains  1 r o t a r y ,  and puts refuse 

into r i v e r ,  

Mr, Craig said t h a t  i n  sp r ing  f r e s h e t s  

the r a t e r  sometimes came up t o  l e v e l  of  upper  

f l o o r  of m i l l .  It w i l l  thus beeseen how thoroughly 

a l l  of th is  re fuse  could be c a r r i e d  away. 



WOODSTOCK, N. B . ,  SEPT. 4, 1893. 

Conference w i t h  Hon. Xenry Cormell, M .  P.  

and with M r .  Andrew Stevensonr an extensive farmer, 

who has l i v e d  s i x  mi les  up the  Medwrnakeag River 

s i n c e  1846. A l s o  a grea t  fisherman. 

e 

There has been a dam a t  the  mouth o f  th i s  

r i v e r  ever  s ince  he(Stevenson) came here.  The m i l l  

was burnt down about 25 years ago and the  dam went 

t o  p ieces  a t  the same time. The season following 

that t h e r e  was a great run o f  salmon up the hieduxna- 

keag. Subsequently the  dam was raised t o  i ts  pres- 

en t  height .  Before it w 8 s  r a i s e d  i t  was s o  lor 

t h a t  in the  spring it was customary t o  raf t  logs 

over it. Then the salmon could come over  i t  w i t h -  

ou t  trouble. 

Salmon could not go over the fa l l8  on the 

N. branch, but they c o u l d  go ray up the  south branch 

except f o r  the dams. 

There a r e  now only a few chub8 i n  the  

r i v e r ,  and sca rce ly  any trout, aZe latter used t o  

be very abundant. 

The river is not Very r ap id  as a whole 
below the ftallr, There are, however, oeve ra l  large 

I, 



pools i n  which salmon used t o  l i e .  There a r e  a t  

l e a s t  6 of  these  pools between Woodstock and the 

red bridge--8 o r  9 miles  up. These a r e  t y p i c a l  

salmon p0018, being shaded b y  l a r g e  t r e e s  overhang- 

ing t he  banks. 

d .., 

Hasn't known o f  any salmon being taken in  

t h i s  stream during the  l a s t  20 years .  

t h a t  t h i s  was one o f  t h e  most f a v o r i t e  spawning 

streams f o r  t h i s  spec ies  i n  New Brunswick .  The 

Has heard 

f i s h  now try t o  ge t  over the lower dam, and they 

f i s h  f o r  them there .  Most of  the  inhabi tan ts  

along the  stream a r e  very anxious t o  see  a fishway 

p u t  in t h i s  dam, and they would h e a r t i l y  welcome 

such an occurrence. They have been t ry ing  t o  g e t  

i t  for years.  

He has l a t e l y  been f i s h i n g  up this  r i v e r ,  

and has found the  sawdust t h i c k  everywhere, begins 

a t  Monticello,  On the  nor th  branch, There is one 

aaw mill on the river i n  New B r u n s r i c k  above Wood- 

s tock  and 2 in Maine, on t h e  nor th  branch. 

mer belongs t o  Briggs. 

1101. 

mills with dam, and m f i sh ray .  

it. long lumber a year. 

The for- 

i, Saws only f o r  l o c a l  t r ade  

Has .1 r o t a r y  and 1 shingle machine; r a t e r  

Saws about 200,000 

Allows all r e fuse  t o  go 

I, 



in to  r i v e f .  

There a r e  several sand bars along the 

Meduxnskeae on which salmon could spawn, b u t  they 

are nor encumbered with mill refUse and spo i l ed ,  

No salmon fry have ever been put i n to  

this r i v e r ,  

Mr. Connell knows a boy l iwing near h i m  

who ha8 caught 9 salmon this season below the $over 

darn, with hook. 

When Mr. Connell was a boy, they used t o  

bring 8 OF 10 salmon a day down the Medwcnakeag t o  

WOodatOCk t o  sell. 

Brigg8 m i l l  i s  on the north branch, just 

above the fall, and the latter is therefore i n  New 

Brunsxick, The south branch haa a dam at Houlton, 

The c u t t i n g  down of the f o r e s t s ,  while 

it  may not have reduced the  r a in  fsll,cauoes a more 

rapid drainage,  and the water comes down the stream 

more rapidly ,  The freshets are of shorter duratinn. 

A t  Benton's or Rankine's m i l l e  on E e l  Riv- 

er, there ar8.tro saw mills. One belongs t o  Mur- 

chfe. It is the lower and is in Pork Co. r t  is 

a rater mill, with gang s 8 w ;  no fiehray. 



Sqryer's m i l l  is  in Carleton County, 

about 1/2 mile farther up.  Has gang and shingle 

. machine, dam with no fishway. A t  both m i l l s  a l l  

the sawdust goes in to  the stream. Burn t h e i r  ed& 

ings and slabs, to some ext>t at least in open d m p s .  

There is a dam for a grist m i l l  about 

mile  above mouth o f  E e l  River. The m i l l  is  in  

Carleton County. No fishway. 

The Deer Lake mill belonging t o  Murchie 

was burnt last spring. It is not likely t o  be re= 

b u i l t ,  as most of the lumber in that region has 

been used up.  


